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To THE SERIOUS 


:.. 22 45 


* H E following ſheets contain 
part of the religious exerciſes 


and experiences of MARY SoMER- 
VEL, who was born in the parith of 
Culton in the ſhire of Ayr, Her Fa- 
ther, Hud H SOMERYEL, dyingwhuile 
ſhe was very young, left her Mother 
with the heavy charge of her and 
other tour children, and being à 
ſtrict adherer to the covenanted 
work of reformation ſhe had the 
additional affliction of being turn- 
ed out of the farm which her huſ- 
band left her in poſſeſſion of. and. 
of being haraſs'd and purſued up- 
on the mountains, thro' the 'vio»- |; 
lence of the perſecuting party. Sie 
did not long ſurvive her huthand; 
for we find that MARY Was, at fer- 


ky 


vice, and deprived of both Father 
and Mother by the time ſhe was 

ten years of age- Mn, 
225 A 2 Several 


1 
Several TRE after this, Mary 
took ſervice in the town of Ayr, 
where ſhe happened with the misfor- 
tune of bruiſing her foot with a 
door, which turned into a kind of 
{crophulous uicer, and afflicted her 
{even years. She continued in Ayr 
during the remainder of her lite, 
and died about the end of January 
1762, aged 84 years, or upwards, 

She was a woman much afflicted 
with bodily trouble, but this was 
abundantly compenſated by the 
near acceſs ſhe had to her Maker, 
and the joyful intimations of his 
love. - She found to her experience 
that it was good for her to be at- 
flicted, and was fully perſuaded that 
her thort afflictions which were but 
for a moment wrought for her a 
far more cxceeding and' eternal 
weight of glory. Nothing could 
diſcompoſe or trouble her pertain- 
ing to this life, whilſt her evidences 
were clear for the life to come; but 
when thete were clouded, ſhe could. 
{ind no reſt nor fatis faction, till ſhe, 
received the renewed intimations of 
3 1 a 3 God's 


God's favour, which was better to 
her than lite. 

She was taught of God from her 
very youtn, and ſeemed remarkably 
to grow in the {ſpiritual life as the 
advanced in years. She obtained 
ſuch raviſhing foretaſtes of the cn 
venly happineſs as often over-powe 
ed her frail mortal body, and 3 
her cry out, Lord, hold thy hand, 
for I am but a clay veſſel. 

In all her ways the acknowleged 
and conſulted the Lord, who gave 
her ſuch particular and ſenſible an- 
{wers of prayer, as fully determin- 
ed and ſatisfied her mind. . 

Her exerciſe was not confined te 
her own particular caſe; but the 
public cauſe of God and his church 
la near her heart. Altho' ſhe fa- 
voured the covenanted work of re- 
formation; yet ſhe never left the 
eſtabliſhed church; but died in 
hopes that the Lord would yet re- 
turn in mercy to theſe lands, and 
build up the walls ot Jeruſalem. | 

The tollowing ſheets are copied 

from her own manuſcript, w 5 
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ſhe delivered to her 1 JohN 
SOMERVEL (Who is now living in 
Glaſgow) ſometime before ſhe 
died, with ſtrict charge that he 
{nould publiſh it after her death; 
tor ſhe had promiſed to the Lord to 
ſtew forth his wonderful love and 
condeſcenſion to her, for the glory 
of his name, and the encourage- 
ment of his people. 

There has no liberties been tak- 
en in correcting of it but what are 
entirely circumſtantial, and her 
own phraſeology has been careful- 
ly retain'd, excepting in flat repe- 
titions, or where 1t marr'd the con- 


 Aygaction. | 
Come then all ye that fear the 
Lord, and ſee what he hath done 


for her ſoul. And may the Lord 


-grant you that ſpiritual frame and 
joyful experience in the peruſal, 


which ſhe had in writing of it. 
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OBSERVATION I. 


by 
WW HEN I was but very young, the Lord | 
opened the door of my heart, - and 
„ my affections to himſelf: che good 
and kind Lord has been my God and My | 
guide from my mother's womb. by: him I 4 
have been taught from a child Ever bleſſed 11 
be the Lord, who thow'd me his marvellous | 
loving kindneſs ; he is my ſhield and my 
ſtrength, and is become my falvarion, an I 
am helped; hence my foul doth. magnify 
the Lord, and my ſpirit doth rejoice in God 
my Saviour, 
| remember when I was about five years 


of age, one day in the morning I fell e 
#., ceeding hungry, to ſuch a degree that i never 
felt the like all * life. It vas ordinary in 
* my 


— 8 a 
my father's houſe 8 go about family worſhip 
5 immediately before breakfaſt; and that morn- 
$ ing 1 wiſhed earneſtly in my heart, that wor- 
{hip might be delayed, till breakfaſt was over, 
| that I might get meat, for I thought to have] 
L | died of hunger; nor durſt 1 ask any victuals} 
I from my mother till the reſt of the family got} 
theirs. When the family were conveened, | 
they proceeded firſt (as uſual) io worſhip, | 
— which gave me no ſmall uneaſineſs and made 
me earncſtly wiſh they might difpatch ut 
quickly, But all on a ſudden the Lord drew 
| | my attention from temporal food, and ſurpriſ- 
6 ed me with ſuch joy and delight in the time 
4 | | ot ſinging the Pſalms, that I ſaid within myſelf, 
2 O that they would ſing an hour, I felt ſuch 
8 {weetneſs joy and plealure in the exercile of | 
if praiſe, that I had no deſire for bodily food that 
1 day. This is my firſt obſervation of the 
K | ſpecial grace and mercy of God to unworthy 
| me, Gratitude requires I ſhould remember it 
h with thankſ.iving, and proclaim his conde- 
LS ſcenſion and ſovereign goodneſs, who viſited 
-Þ me-ſo carly in my young and tender years. 
Thus out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings 
he ordaineth ſtrength and perfects praiſe, 
The Lord by this inſtruted me experi- 
mentally how good and pleaſant a thing it 
was to be employed in the duties of religion; 
yea, that it was more ſo, than all the ſatis. , 
faction that (earthly enjoymenis can afford, 
Ne likewiſe ſubdued in a great meaſure the 
n rebellion of my nature, and inclined my heatt 


to fear him; ſo that from this time, even from 
five years of age, I had ſtil] a warm affe&tion 
to religion. To his bleſſed name be the praiſe 
time without end. O praiſe to his holy name 
who gave me the ſweet renewed impreſſions 
of this from time to'time in my riper 
years. My record is in heaven and my 


witneſs is on high; to him be the glory, 


Mary Somer:;cl, 
OBSERVATION. I. 


HEN I was about ten years of age, I 
remember the Lord in kind love gave 
me a molt ſweet and refreſhing viſit and mani- 
feſtation of himſelf. I was then a very poor 
and deſtitute orphan without father or mother, 
but bleſſed forever be the Lord who made 
good that word to me, Pſa]. 27. 10. | 
Tho' me my parents both ſhould leave, 

the Lord will me uptake. ,- 

At this time I was engaged in. my poor 
weak prayers at night by the fide of the 
houſe + 4 when the reſt were in bed; 
the night was pretty dark, there being no 
light but what the ſtars afforded, which;z0= 
gether with the temptations of Saranyj ergat- 
ed ſome ano upon my ſpirit, this 
Was increaſed by the appearance of ſome 


| black thing which came rolling on the ground 


towards me As I endeavoured to pray un- 


the Lord to keep me, T looked up to the 
n A5 heavens, 
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heavens, and there preſented to my ſight a 
very bright ſtar, upon which | fixed mine 
eyes with pleaſure and delight; ſo that in a 
moment every frightful phantom vaniſhed 
from my mind, and was no more afraid of 
Satan, my ſoul was fb filled with the ſweet 
impreſſions of the love of God. There 
came ſuch a ſweet gale of the ſpirit, with 
light, life, love and power on my ſoul ac- 
companied with ſweet inlargement in pray- 
er, that love and affection went up on the 
wings of deſire to the higaer houſe, where 
my heart and ſoul was loſt (as it were) in ra- 
viſhment and extaſy, inſomuch that I could 
very-gladly have laid down my body that 
hour in the duſt that J might attain the im- 
mediate and full enjoyment of that whereof 
I had ſuch a raviſhing foretaſte. While I was 
praying, the glory and beauty of the higher 
| Houſe was emblematically held forth to, me 
in the ſhining ſplendor of that ſtar, which 
ſhined ſo bright upon my face that I appre- 
| hended part of the sk. did open and preſent 
ſuch a dazzling proſpect as raviſh'd my heart 
and excited earneſt deſires to depart this life 
that I might be ever with the Lord, Here 
I enjoyed ſuch a foretaſte of heaven and of 


the powers of the world to come that I have 


oftentimes ſince taken pleaſure in looking 
to the twinkling ſtars, and they have aff--rded 


me matter of meſitation on the glory and 


light which is beyond and above them. . 


* 


> vx . 
wa . ct ooo ns 
* WIT 


— — 
9 " 


— —̃ q L — — — —2— — — — 


ie «gs _— — 8 


1 


After this ſweet enjoyment, I had for a .. 
long time liitle or no defire for my neceſſary | 
food, through the intenſe Jopging that I had 
to be ablenr from the body that I might be 
preſent with the Loi which at laſt affected 
my bodily conſticution, ſo that 1 appeared 
conſomptive. My maſter and miſtreſs ab- 
| ſerved my want of appetite and took care 
of me (for the Lord had thrown my lot into 
a very religious family) but they did not un- 
derſtand my trouble. My miſtreſs asked 
me now and then, what ailed me: Some- 
times | repleyed nothing, at other times 1 
ſaid, i was not very well. When they law 
I {till decayed in my b dy, they employed 
a phyſician but to no purpoſe for he did 
not take up my diſeaſe. But the good and 
kind Go] condeſcended to be my phy ſician 
and in due time removed my trouble. That 
night it plraſed the Lord to favour me 
with a et et and ſenſible return of prayer, 
and my reſt was more than ordinary ſweet 
to me, and in the morning I avaked with a 
ſweet favour and refreſhtul ſenſe of God's 
favour upon my ſpirit; I was, as it were, 
in a tranſport of joy. O what ſhall I ſay! 
for wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace. he paths of 
the Lord hath dropped much ſweetneis to 
my foul: from a child 1 have obſerved it, 


5 . to his blefſ=d name be the praiſe. 


From this time foth the Lord inclined 
2 . to learn to read and know the ſcriptures 
34 r 2 8 


al 


them, He likewiſe weaned my heart from 


ment I was diſappointed of a token in Kilmar- 
nock by the ſecret hand of providence, which 
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particularly, and warmed my affe ctions to 


the world by imbittering the comforts of 
it with the rod of affliction; for which 1 
aave cauſe to bleſs WW with ſoul and heart. 
O let his natne be bleſſed for ever and e- 
yer for his condeſcending love to my ſoul ? 


O let the Lord our gracious God 
for ever bleſſed be, 
Who turned not my prayer from him, 
nor yet his grace from me. Pfal. Ixvi. 20. 
| Mary Somervel. 


OBSERVATION III. 


Q Everal years aft# this I was admitted to 
* 


partake of the Lord's ſupper, in the year 
1719, at Afffect. The week before the ſacra- 


put me to my utmoſt diligence to know the 
mind of God in this matter, for J was conſci- 
ous of having omitted nothing of outward or- 
der; therefore I feared greatly that matters 
were fundamentally wrong betwixt God and 
my ſoul, and that 1 was not right in heart with 
God. This was a very ſharp ſpur which put 
me to the utmoſt of my-endeavours in duty te 
know the reaſon of this diſappointment aud 
get my evidences cleared up But praiſe be 
to him who ordered it ſo; for at that time 1 
obtained leet refreſhment from the bre . 
* 8 WIN 
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0 of the Lord, whe alſo ſhewed me that this 
1 would be among the 4 things that ſhould 
f work together for my good accordingly on the 
1 Sabbath morning, I und to my ſweet expe= 
E rience, that tho' | WWdeprived of the out- 
— 4 ward token by man at this time, yet Chriſt 
2 Was not wanting in giving me the inward ſeal 
of his holy Spirit in a moſt clear and diſtinct 
manner. This token of his love to my ſoul 
put more than an ordinary edge upon my ſpi- 
rit, and excited hungering and longing deſires 


), after communion with Ch iſt in the ſupper, 

. which was to be adminiſtred next Sabbath _ 1 
in Afflect. Had I not been diſappointed: ʃ“.Le 
the ſacrament in Kilmathdcłk it is very probabſe 
I would not have gone (gr Aﬀct; but here it 

to ſeems the Lord had fixed his tryſting place 

ar with my ſoul, for on ih occaſion I found him 

a- whom my foul loveth, I held him and would 

r- not let. him go, until he brought me to the 

1 'banqueting houſe, where his banner over me 

he was love. This was a time to be had in 

ei- remembrance by me with humble thankſ- 

r= giving to God while live. O what love 

rs and grace did the Lord diſplay to my ſoul at 

nd this time! I found a ſweet perfume of the 

ih ſpirit accompany the word preaeh'd from 

ut Heb. x. 22. * Ler us draw near to God with 

to a true heart, in full aſſurance af faith, hav- 

ud ing our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 

be  ©conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 

1 | pure water.“ From whence. was ſhown 

ict” | the free and (gracious terms upon Which 

of. f r | —_— e 


9 1380 
« 8 81 . 9 1 8 N et 
. - « be ” W ; * ' — - 


py 8 * 1 — dad 


OK 


— -- 6. ” — __ — SCA 
— 


— ar a L 
824 — 5 wp ” ew I -- "0" 


3 

God accepted of returning and repenting 
ſinners; the evidences of a true and lively 
faich, and the manner how to per and 
maintain communion d fellowihip with 
the Father, Son a0 Mo Spirit. Open 
the Saturday before the cluſe of the work, 
I was brim-full of the conſolations of God, 
ſo that my crazie clay veſſel :ould hold no 
more! and not being able to contain, I lJeng- 
ed for a place where I might pour out my 
heart in Chriit's boſom, 

When the public work was ended, I had 
no thought about quarters, tho' I was a ſtran- 
ger in chat place, bur went down to a wood 
a little below the Church, and there retir— 


ed myſelf in ſecret fpr a conſiderable time. 
] was endeavouring to give God thanks for 
what of his great goodneſ I had received; 


and being ſcnſibie I could not keep what he 
had given we, I thought it beſt to commit 
it to him who was able to keep it, and be— 
ſtow it in the time of my greateſt need 
Being ſurroun- ed by the thick buſhes of 
the wood, the night came on e'er I was a— 
ware, and not having beſpoke quarters, I wiſt 
not 1.0w What to do: there was no mon 
light till midnight, and I could not walk in 
the dak bv :csfon of my lame foot. befides 
] was afraid either of loſing or diſcoveruig 
to others the ſweer impreijion+ that were 
upon my fpirits, nor was I as yet willing to 
break up my {weet intercourſe with Gog yin 
ſecret (which was better to me in a . 
om 1 
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I 
and lonely wood, is the moſt delicious 
entertainment of a iumptuous palace). 
Theſe things conſidered I was wiiling to a- 
bide all night in the woo! ; but firſt I adireſt 
the throne of grace tg know the mind. of 
God herein, leſt herebF1 ſhou'd tempt Pro- 
vidence; but it pleaſed the Jord to confirm 


my faith in his protecting goodneſs by the 


following ſcriptures, Plal: xci. 3. Surely 
he ſhall deliver thee, —— ver 6. * Thou 


| * ſhalt not be afraid for the terrors by night.” 


And Heb. xiii 5, 6.--* for he hath ſaid, I 
will never leave thee nor forſak. thee. So 
that we may boldly ſay, The Lord is my 
* helper, and | will not fear“ thought 
I had faith in God's word, and with tears 
expreſſed myſelf thus, Lord if my heart 
deceive me not, I think J have ſaith to be- 
lieve thro' thy dear Sen Jeſus Chriſt thou 
will keep me here in this deſert wood from 
all evil as well as in any houſe. So I con- 
tented myſelf, and thought to go about 
prayer; but Satan, who is ever buſy affaulred 


me with ſuggeſting that my faith was only pre- 


ſumption. hi put me tc a ſtand a lutle; 
but falling down upon my knees before the 
Lord, I requeſted with tears to know whether 
the caſe was really with me as the enemy 


bad ſuggeſted; and the Lord hearkened to 
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my plaint, and relieved me out of my diſ- 
- refs, by ſh wing me that his + faithfulneſs 


would 
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85 It is ill contending with the acculer when the 
> Fo queſtion is about our own faith, Or any inherent 
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16 
would be a ſhield and buckler unto me. I 
then reſolved to risk myſelf upon the faith- 
ſulneſs of God in ſpite of all that the enemy 
could do, and that I would truſt in the Lord 
and ſhelter myſelf under the ſhadow of bis 
wings. So | went Fin prayer with ſw: et in- 
largement of heart, and a full gale of the ſpi- 
rit O the ſweet fellowſhip and communion 1 
had this night with the Father and with his ſon 
Jelus Chrut? 1 was fo ſwallow'd up, that 1 
continued in prayer for the ſpace of two hours 
without intermiſſion, having acceſs unto God, 
and being entertained in his preſence; I was 
filled with joy and peace in believing, and my 
heart was melted like wax in the midſt of my 
bowels; thus or e'er I was aware my foul ſet 
me on the chariots of a willing people, Song 
6, 12, marg. | was then ſay ing with the diſ- 
ciples, on the mount, Lord, it is good to be 
here, where | can pray and believe. believe and 
rejoice, rejoice and love, love and admire, ad- 
mire and adore, adore and delight in God as my 
portion: without interruption About three 
o'Clock in the morning, I heard the noiſe of 
wild creatures, but was not in the leaſt afraid 
ſor I had ſet my hope in God, and was not a- 
Tt. ſhamed; 


x 


grace; for if we know the deceitfulneſs of our o w- 


hearts, it cannot but mar our confidence to plead 


on their behalf. Accordingly we find that this pious 
woman was not relieved by a direct anſwer to her pe- 
tition, or a diſcovery of the genuinneſs of her faith, 


but by what was infinitely better, viz. a view of the 
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17 
ſhamed ; in him I found quiet repoſe, havin 
made my bed amongſt the ſweet promiſes of 
his bleſſed word Sometime before day 1 
turneda little drowſy, I then wrapped my head 
In my mancle, and lay down under a buth 70 
reſt, having the heavens for my covering, the 
earth for my bed, the trees of the wood for 
iy curtains, and the wings of the Almighty 
for my ſhade. This I may ſay from (weet x- 
perience, that one day or night in the preſence 
Wo! the Lord is better than a thouland elſewhere. 
O but wifdoms ways are ways of plcaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace! O happy and well 
holen diſappointment, which put me to my 


ry'd with bitter tears, O Lord, what I know 


hou out; let me know the particular ſin 
hat ſtands in the wzy, that I may be ſuitably 
wmadled for it, and thro' grace be more 
archful in ume to come. I promifed to 
Jod, that if he would be plcaſed to ſhew 
e the way he was now taking with me, 
and let me find grace in his ſight, ſo as I might 
ave an open door of accels to, and accep- 
ance with him, then I would ſhew forth 
his to his praiſe. I likewiſe intreated the 
Lord to pardon my fin. and intimate the pardon 
o my foul, TI have both pardoned and I ill 
pardon alſo, ſaith the Lord ; I have heard thy 
drayers, I have ſeen thy tears, and they are had 
premembrance before me. O ſtupenduous 
Ove! 


tmoſt diligence to fiud out the old leaven? L 


not teach thou me, and what I ſee not (earch 


On 
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On the Sabbath day the action ſermon wa 
reached from Song iii. 2 Go forth O ye 
daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon 
« with the crown wherewith his mother crown- 
ed him in the da; of his eſpouſals, and in the 
day of the gladneſs of his heart. From theſe 
* words the miniſter exhorted the people, even 
all Chriſt's tollowers, to go forth and ſet the 
crown on Chriſt's head, + and make his heart 
glad to day. My ſoul was well pleaſed to yo 
with the daughters of Zion to ſet the crown 
upon Chriſt's head ; ſo I longed to fit down aff 
his holy table: My, faith was ſtreogthned, my 
love inflamed, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplicW 
tion was poured down, and all my bones wertſf 
made to lay, O Lord, who is like unto thee} 
That word came with energy upon my ſoul, 
All things are yours, life is yours, death it 
youre O what ſhall I ſay? che grace and 
indneſs of God to my ſoul was incxpreflible, 
and the thouſandth part of his love to me can- 
not be told: He brought me into the banquet- 
ing houſe, and his banner over me was love; | 
fat under his ſhadow with great delight, and his 
frum was ſweet to my taſte- On Monday a 
this was renewed to my foul in heariny Mr. 
Lockhart miniſter in Ochiltree; he inſitted 
much on communion and fellowſhip with the 
Father and his ſon Jetus Chriſt, and how to 
i "obtain 


r This muſt be underſtood of our truſting io, ſub 
jecting to, and of our honouring and owning him at 


bur king. 
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tain and maintain communion; as alſo how 
know real communion in its weaker degrees, 
his was very ſweet and refreſhing to me. 
ut what can I ſay more! All the Lord's wa 
uh me hath been mercy, truth and faithful 


on was 
| () ye 
lomon 
CrOWN- 
| in the 


1 theſeſ&15. As 1 had promiſed on this condition, that 
> evenſ{%2uld ſhew it forth to his praiſc : ſo I leave 
ſet the 91 record to the glory of ais bleſſed name; 


s heart 
to go 
crown 
OWN at 
xd, my 
pplict: 
s were 
thee! 
y ſoul, 
ach i 
e and 
eſſible, 


e Call 


And bleſſed be his glorious name 


to all etermty ; 
The while earth let his glory fill, 
Amen. So let it be. 


Mary Somervel, 


er Coverant ENGAGEMENTS. 


Do this day covenant with thee, O God, 
and avouch thee the Lord to be my God. 
hou haſt diſcovered io me the wretchedneſs 
id miſery of my ſinful ſtate, and the vanity of 


1quet- 

=: | pleaſures here below; and haſt likewiſe 

nd hi hade me to fee that Jeſus Chriſt, the ever 

Jay all leſſed mediator, is able to fave to the utter- 
Mr. Poſt of all that come unto thee thro him. Be- 
ſiedhhe then weary of a body of fin and death, and 

h cheſſroaning for deliverance from ir, I come to 


JW £0 


obtain 4 
hey may find reſt ro their fouls? O Lord 1 


u, ſub eme unto thee with my weary and burdened 
him agJou},.. that | may find reſt, and fo take on thy 
r yoke 


* 


nee, O Lord, haſt thou ot bidden the weary 
od the heavy laden'd to come unto thee that 
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cept of him as a prophet to ren ove my igt 


cauſe, and ſtand betwixt me and off: nded ju 
tice; and as a king to conquer and ſubdue n 
will to thine, to reign in me and over me, at 


3 — 
— — = 


O God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


thee, who haſt promiſed that he that come! 
to thee thou wilt in no wiſe caſt out, | & 


Chriſt, and my God and King, my father #: 
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yoke which is eaſy. and thy burden which 
light. There is little reſt here in this milit 
ſtate ; but thou haſt ſpoken of a reſt-thar 

mains for thy people, may my weary and 
ſick ſou] by believing enter into this reſt, a 
have the ſweet earneſt and foretaſte of that 
ternal reſt which remains for thy choſen, | 
eye hath not ſcen, nor ear heard, neither h. 
It entered into the heart of man to cuncei 
what thou haſt laid up for them that tear a 
love thee. O Lord. I come to thee, and: 
all that I am, and all that | have to be at th: 
diſpoſal. | am well pleaſed with the bleſ 
device of falvation thro? a Redeemer, and. 
with all my heart aecept of Chriſt as he is! 
fercd fully and free]: in the goſpel. I do 


rance and inſtruct me in thy will and way: 
a prieſt to intercede with thee and plead n 


to protect and defend me from the aſſaults i 
tne enemy I take lim for my Lord :nd lav 
giver, to rule and inſtru, as well as to ſave m 


deſire in thy ſtrength to make corenaut wil 
day, without any known guile, give up myſe 
to be thine, and heartily accept of 'thee | 


friend, ny fatisfying portion and -excecdi 


pre 


22 
* neſs ariſe with healing in his wings, and y 
* ſhall grow up as calves in the ſtall.* Mal. 
* 2, * the path of the juſt ſhall ſhine mor 
and more unto the perfect day, Prov. v. 
O ſtupenduous and adorable love! I will prail 
thee forever becauſe thou haſt done this. ( 
Lord I beſecch thee then to own me as thi 
covenanted child; and may I by daily experi 
ence of thy favour know, that not only poo 
unworthy I have cover anted with thee; by 
that thou haſt condeſcended to make with me 
an everlaſting covenant ordered in all thing 
and ſure, never to be forgotten nor evoked; 
Lord. this is all my deſire and all my falvatiofi 
I call heaven and earth to record this day, ani 
the ſtones and timber of the houſe wherein 
dwell. yca thou Lord art my witneſs, who wil 
ſhortly be my judge; that I, without any known 
guile or reſervation, do give up myſelf to di} 
thine in a marriage covenant never to be for 
gotten: I give in a protcſtation againſt all my 
former idols and luſts, and every thing tha 
takes up Chrilt's room in my foul. And nov, 
O my God, may thy grace be ſufficient for me 
that hiving made my vows 1 may each day 
perform the ſame. O fave thou me from 2. 
poſtatiſing from the rule of thy holy law, by 
which Iam to walk; but enable ine to ſtand 
to thy truths as they are contained in the Old 
and New Teſtaments. O Lord, I beg of thee 
the aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit o renew me af- 
ter thy image, and bend my will to thine; may 
he communicate to me light, ſtrength and life 
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or the performance of * duties of religion, 
nd awaken and excite the lively and vigor- 
dus exerciſe of every gracious diſpoſition in 

y ſoul, that ſo thy ſervice may no longer be 
z wearineſs and burden to me (as too often it 
as been) but become my joy, pleaſure and 
delight. O let thy ſtrength be perfected in 

y weakneſs, that ſo I may never yield to Sa- 
an's temptations ! Thro? the frailty of my fleſh 
Lam ſubje& to many failings; yet I hope dil- 
ſallowed miſcarriages ſhall not make void this 
covenant: fo: now I may humbly ſay, thro? 
the help of thy grace, I know whom l have 
believed, and am perſuaded he is able to keep 
that which I have committed to him againſt 
' that day, 2 Tim. 1. 12. In the faith of 
this, I give up myſelf to thee and to thy ſer vice 
in time and thro' eternity: all that 1 have, 
and all that I am, I devote to thee. O do 
thou nail mine ears to the poſts of thy doors, 
that I may ſtill be with thee, and ſerve thee for 
ever. I again call heaven to record this day, 
that | do earneſtly and ſincerely, even with all 


my heart, and foul, and ſtrength and mind, 


take the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy 
Gholt to be my God and King, and I his ſolemn- 


ly ſworo ſubje&, ſubſcribe myſelf the Lord's 


with my hand, 


At Ayr, the 17th 
of Feb. 1722. 


Mary Somervel. 


O B. 


(-4-} -. 
OBSERVATION Iv. 


Remember, in the year 1723, there was 

1 an extraordinary mortality amongſt chil. 
dren by reaſon of the ſmall pox, ſo that not a 
day paſt without one, two or three burials. 
This put more than an ordinary edge upon my 
ſpirit in prayer, and weightod me greatly with 
concern for their immortal ſouls; and thc ra- 
ther, as | obſerved ſeveral parents very little 
concerned about their children in this reſpect. 
Whilſt 1 was thus employed for theſe children, 
the Lord ge ve me ſweet refreſhment for my- 
Felf and alſo comfortable returns of prayer in 
behalf of ſome of them. 1 ſhall give ſome in- 
ſtances; for two children in one family, that 
word came, © They are plants of the covenant, 
their angel ſhall always behold the face of my 
father.“ For another, She ſhall be mine in 
that day when I make up my jewels.” For 
© another, * He ſhall be as a brand plucked out 
* of the furnace.“ For another. He is one of 
the children that cryeth Hoſannah in the tem- 
ple, aud ſhall be girded with a linen ephod 

* when he goeth into the temple of the Lord.” 
For another, * His blood ſhall be dear and pre- 
* ciovs in my fight; 1 have found a ranſom for 
him; I have reſcued his ſoul from going 
Ly yp AS n into the pit.” And for another, 2 She 
*fhall land within the ports of glory. alſo the 
child ſhall dic an hundred years old.? Alſo 
C that word came with flgwer; -.* Bleſſed i i ſhe 
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that belicveth, for there (hall be a perfor- 
© mance of theſe things that were told her 
from the Lord.“ * I may freely ſay that L 
never found duty go better with me than when 
I was moſt concerned for the afflited caſe of 
others: to God be the praile and glory. 

It pleaſed the Lord for the {pace of three 
years, to afflict me often with colicks in my 
ſtomach at the ſame time 1 was troubled 4ith 
my fore foot, which was ſeven years ere it heal- 
ed. In the laſt of the three years in which I 
was troubled with the colicks, I was fo griev- 
ouſly ſeized with one, that I was lcercely a— 
ble ro ſpeak; and as any little means I had 
formerly uſed were now of no avail, I conclud- 
ed that death would be my only relief. The 
miniſter and two elders prayed for me; and a 
phyſician being lent for, he atke: me what I 


would have, ſeeing my caſe was fo dangerous? 
B | 


perhaps theſe returns of prayer may be obnoxions' 
to the cavils of modera proſeſſurs, who affe& u he more 
judicious, and who under the notion of enthuſiaſia would 
baniſh every intimation of the Lord's mind that cannot 
be reduced to a logical fyilogilm, But let theſe take 
care how they condemn what they do not undetſtod. 
I; is true, extraordinary and infallible: revelation-4s now: 
ceaied becauſe the ſcriptures are now completed ; but, 
ſhall we therefore deny that God may conv:rie intimate- 


Iy and ſupernaturally, with the ſouls of his people by: | 


means of thele ſcriptures ? ls it not itil the oftice of the; 
Holy Ghoit to take of the ths df Chriti and thew them, 


to his ſaints, and to reveaFunto babes what may be "Al, 


from ihe wiſe and prudiſt? 


20M true. indeed; che particular auſwer of 1 
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I deſired him to hold up my caſe to God in 
prayer, who only could be my phyſician; fo 
he prayed and went away. Then another el- 
der came in, and aſked me ſome queſtions a- 
bout falvation matters ſuch as, In what ſtate 
was | born, ard how I expected deliverance 
from that ſtate of ſin and miſery? But my 
trouble was ſo preat, I could ſcarcely make a- 
ny reply; but as 1 endeavoured thro* much 
difficulty to ſpeak, I found ſecret ſtrength con- 
veyed to my heart whereby I was enabled to 
ſpeak more frecly and anſwered what was 
required of me. Then he went to prayer, in 
which he was helped to much tenderneſs, live- 
lineſs and concern. In the time of prayer J 
was aſſiſted to hear, and when it ended I thought 
J was quite whole. The good and gracious 
God was a prayer hearing and a prayer anfwer- 
ing God on my behalf, for he came and re- 
moved my pains, and healed me of my diſeaſe 
that night about midnight. At that time I 
was inclining to reſt, and that word came, 
The ſun of righteouſneſs will ariſe with heal- 
ing in his wings; ſo the bleſſed Samaritan 
was pleaſcd to come my way aud pour in oil, 


* 


1 


man's prayer cer be no rule of faith or practice to aro- 
ther ; neither can every ſcripture coming into a perſon's 
mind be conſtructed as an anſwer of prayer; yet (ill it is 
the particular priviledpe of the children of God to obtain 
returns; and the Hoy Ghaſt is ſufficiently able to diſſin 
guiſh io them the voice of iu tis word from that of 
a Granger, or their ow+ mag ation, tho" perhaps they 
eannot demonſtrate this to the iysfaQion of others. 
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in Pinding up my 1 and looſing the bonds 
ſo If my affliction. The good phyſician came 
ich his healing medicine, and | felt as it were 
a tender hand (preading a broad covering over 
my pain : alſo it was whiſpered in my ear, Am 


nce I not a covering broad enoug for the fore; 
my At that time I was muſing and lying on my 
> a- back; my pain was ſo great I could not turn to 
ch Mmy ſide; but immediately finding mylelt whole, 
n- L turned to my lide to lee if the pain was quite 
to removed, and found ir really fo. Allo [ 

found a more than uſual refreſhment of ſhirit 


from the preſence of the Lord, fo that both 
e- my foul and body pariook of his healing bal- 
I fam; to his name be the pra:ſe. From ſweet 
he experience I can'lay, my God is my phylict- 
us an, for by his own immediate hand, I was re- 
r. lieved from that ſore trouble, which never re- 
e- turn'd again. O let the name of the Lord be 
e bleſſed! How can l but give prailes40 him, 

I IWho my diſeaſes all and pains, 

did heal, and me relieve. 

l leave it then on record to his praiſe, as an in- 
1 ſtance of his great condecenſion and love to 
: linful me. 

MARY SOM ERVEL. 


The Renewal of her COVE N ANT 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


{AN Bleſſed' Lord God, | deſire in thy 
ſtrength to renew my former engege- 
ments to thee this day, in ihe ſenſe of thy ma- 
| 8 3 
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hee. 

(28 -} 1e, © 
ny mercies daily renewed to my ſou}, and offfSind» 
the many confirmations thou haſt given me och ri 
thy love through Jeſus Chriſt and likewiſe un- No ad 
der a ſenſe of my many failings and ſhort- con. ace 
ings, particularly in point of praiſe and thank Ns 
giving for thy goodneſs, who halt been a pre · Niſco 
{ent help io me in time of need. | likewiſe Wand 
come to thee under a ſenſe of my backſlidings, Mife, 
for thou haſt bidden backſliding children re- Whef, 
turn unto thee, for thou art married unty We. ci 
them. This indeed is a faithful ſaying, and at 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jelus 

ame to ſeek and ſave ſinners, even the very 
chief ſuch asl am. Thou haſt called me by 


thy ſweet word, Heatken, O daughter, and W* | 
* Incline thine ear and conſider and forget allo J 
* thine own people and father's houle; fo {hall Wl fy 


the King greatly defire thy beauty: he is 
thy Lord, and worſhip thou him.“ Alto I * 
thou ſent that word with great life and power 12 
* Incline thine ear and come unto me; hear, 14 
* and your ſouls ſhall live, and ] will make an { 
* everlalting covenant with you, even the ſure 
* mercies of David. O! that I could praiſe 
thee, who halt encouraged me, and given me 
many {ſweet anſwers of prayer. In the day 
when I cry'd thou anſweredſt me, and ſtrength - 
enedſt me with ſtrength in my foul. I will 
praiſe thee, O Lord, becauſe thou haſt done 
this. Bleſſed be thy name who haſt made 
known to me the ways of life, and made me 
full of joy with the light of thy countenance. 
I will employ my —_ and wage to 9 
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hee. O Lord, bezug ety tendening Mell be 
je, exceed all thy other works. Thy loving 
indneſs is marvellous, and that my ſoul kno y- 
th right vell! How often have 1 been made 
o admire thy free love ſhining bright in the 
Face of Chriſt to me ward! When my foul 
ras caſt down in me, and my mind funk under 
iſcouragement ; when I thought 1 was caſt off 
and forgot, and that there was no profit in my 
life, hen thou ſent thy {ſweet word for my re- 
lief, and ſaid to my ſoul. Daughter be of gd 
* cheer, thy ſins are forgiven thee. 1, even 
' am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreiſions, 
for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy 
* ſins. Put me in remembrance, let us plead 
together, declare thou that thou mayſt be 
© juſtified.” IIa. 43. 25, 26. O ſtupenduous 
love! Thou haſt made out that ſcripture to my 
ſweet experiense, I will allure her and bring 
her into the wilderneſs, and {peak comſort 
* ably to her“ Hof. 2. 14. When under fore 
affliction of body and mind, thou cameſt ſea- 
ſonably for my ſupport, and comfortedſt my 
ſoul with theſe ſweet ſcriptures, © When thou 
paſſeſt thro' the waters, I will be with thee, 
and thro' the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
© thee ; and when thou walkeſt thro? the fire 
thou ſhalt not be burncd.? Iſa. 43. 2. £ 1 
have refined thee, but not with ſilver 1 
* haye choſen thee in the furnace of affſiction: 
Iſa. 48. 10. O, wy dove that art in the clefts 
of the rock, in the ſecret plaees of the ſtairs, 
* ket me lee ieee. let me hear thy 
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thy face aud lam troubled. O Lord. wilt 
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e; . 1Cet is thy voice, and thy coun- 
tenan e is comely,“ Song 2 14. Come 
with me from Lebanon, my ſpouſe, with me 
from Lebanon: look from the top of Ama- 
na, &c. Chap. 4. 8. Thus by the light of 
thy Spirit accompanying thy word, my heart 
has been refreſhed, and my ſoul raviſhed. 

Again, when I fell under deadneſs and dark: 
nefs, and walked without the light of the ſun, 
then I cry*d unto thee, my leanneſs, my lean- 
nels. O Lord, what profit is in my blood. if 
go down to the pit? Save me, O Lord, for 
the waters are come in unto my foul Let 
my prayer come before thee, inc ine thine ear l 
unto my cry, for my foul is full of trouble, f 
and my life draweth near the grave. The I * 
clamours of a doubting conſcience on the one 
hand, and the call of ſeemingly approaching | 
death on the other, made deep call unto deep, 
and thy billows paf over me. Thou haſt hid 


* - — = 
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thou ſhew wonders to the dead? Shall they 
riſe and give thee praiſe? Thus while 1 utter- 
ed my mournful plaint, thou ſent that ſweet re- 
freſhing ward. I have ſer thee as a ſeal upon 
my heart, zud as a ſeal upon my arm; | have 
4 .engraven thee upon the palms of my hands, 
and will not forget thee.? Allo theſe con- 
Hirpüng . ſcriptures came, For thy Maker is 
thy husband, the Lord of hoſts is his name; 
* the God of the whole earth ſhall he be cal- 
© led,” Ifa. 54. 9. Thy Sun ſhall n+ more go 
* down, the Lord ſhall be "thine everlaſting 


me 
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' light, and the days of thy mourniog ſhall be 
ended, and thy God (hall be th, glory. Chap. 
60. 20. *This is as the waters of Noah unto 
me, as 1 he ve ſworn that the waters of Noah 
' ſhajil no more go over the earth; fo have J 
ſworn that will not be wroth with thee nor turn 
away from thee todo thee good.“ O how 
good halt thou been to me a poor misdeliey- 
ing finer! O may Init humbly ſay, O Lord, 
] am devoted to thy fear, and have the herit- 
ave of thule that fear thy name? | 
1 deſire, O Lord this day. thro? the aid and 
aſiitance of chy holy Spirit, and under a deep 
ſenſe of thy great goodnels to me, to make a 
full reſignation of myſclt unto thee the Lord 
my God; O let me find grace in thy fight, and 
the aſſiſtance and conduct of thy holy Spirit, 
Show me now thy acceptance be approbation, 
that ſo the remembrance and ſveet ſenſe of 
what is now travfaQting betwixt thee and my 
ſoul. may embolden me to truſt with confi- 
dence in the Lord Jeſus, and help me to meet 
m7 redeemer at my laſt hours with faith and 
aff. tions love an delight O fave me from 
the deceit of my wicked heart, diſcover hypo- 
criſy, and wha I know not teach thou me. 
O ſave me from delufion ; let my evidences 


be kept c ear agaio(t my laſt hours. I appeal 


to thee the ſearcher of hearts. that l am nicarti- 
ly willing, wit hout any known guile, to ace 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for my Lord and laws 
giver to rule and inſtruct me, as well as t lave 
me; I accept of and take thy hoy law for the 


rule of my life and way to happmeſs. O let 
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c 
me be preſcrved Hom the in fectious air © 
the ſinful time wherein my lot is fallen 1 
accept of Chriſt on any terms, only let thy 
grace be ſufficient for me in all my difficulties 
and trials. O Lord, if thou ſhalt ſee good to 
call me to ſuffer and witneſs for the cauſe of 
truth and religion, O grant me ſuffering dil. 
poſitions and qualifications, that o I may ne- 
ver deny thy truths which I now profeſs, but 
ſtand to them as they are contained in the Old 
and New Teſtament, O Lord, I engage in 
thy ſtrength to be for thee and not for another, 
and upon the bended knees of my foul + and 
body I join myſelf and engage in a marriage 
covenant with thee, O let this poor offering 
be accepted. and let thy preſence manifeſt this 
io my foul 1 folemnly engage, in thy ſtrength, 
io do and to be for thee in my day and gene- 
rat: on, according to my ſphere and capacity, 
and thou I plead wouldſt beſtow upon me 
light, life and ſpirituality for duty, that I may 
terve thee with cheerfuloefs and alacrity; for 
alas! Jam ſubject to much dullneſs and dead- 
neſs of ſpirit, and my heart is defperately wick. 
ed and full of deceit ; 1 ſeldom find it where I 
leave it. O Lord I put this worthleſs heart 
of mine into thine. own hand; do thou keep 
it, and renew it, and poſſe it, and caſt every 
bing out af it that is diſagreeable to thy holy 
Spirit to dwell with. I take heaven and earth 
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+ By the knees of the foul mult be underſiood hu- 
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and my own conſcience to witneſs, that I this 
day dedicate myſelt to thee and to thy ſervice» 
both foul and body in time thro? eternity; O 
give the witneſs of thy holy Spirit in token of 
thy acceptance. I again heartily accept of 
the bleſs'd offer of Chriſt Jeſus as my prophet, 
prieit and king; and I call heaven to record 
upon my conicience, and theſe lines to wit- 
neſs, that with all my ſoul, and with all my 
ſoul, and with all my ſtrength JI do take thee 
for my only up-making portion in time and 
thro? eternity; and thy Son Jeſus Chriſt as 
the only new and living way through which 
poor ſinners may have acceſs to the throne of 
, thy grace, with humble hopes to obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need In 
this way 1 will venture my everlaſting all, in 
token 1 am well pleaſed with the bleſſed deviee 
of ſalvation thro' Chriſt the Redeemer. O 
Lord, do thou bring down the power of in- 
dwelling fin in my ſoul, ſubdue my predomi- 
nant Juſts, and bow my will to thine. Make 
me more holy in life and practice that th&i- ; 
mage of my Saviour may appear more in me, | 
and that my life and converſation may evidence 
that 1 am no more my own but thine. + Lord. 
whatever in thy providence thou may think fit 
to iryſt me with in this preſent world; may 
J have thee as my covenanted God to run to, 
and may | be owned of thee as thy covenant— 
ed child, and be ſtill under thy protecting fa- 
.vour- Let me have daily renewed'difcoverits * 
of redeeming aud r e love for m xy 
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more comfortable thro*-bcaring, O make it 
appear, that nor only poor worthlefs I have co- 
venanted with thee, but that thou in thy infinite 
love haſt graciouſly condeſcended to make an 
everlaſting covenant with ſintul me, ordered 
in all things and ſure: Lord, this is all my ſal- 
vation and all my deſire. I am willing to be 
denyed to the profits and pleaſures of this 
world, that | may have communion with the 
bleſſed Trinity above. I am willing thou diſ- 
pole of me fur thy own glory. O keep my 
evidences clear againſt my laſt hours. Lord, 
Tatily in heaven what 1s done here upon earth; 
and in the faith that thou wilt be forth-coming 


according to my need, I ſubſcribe mylelf to be 
the Lord's with my hand. | 


At Ayr, the 20th Mary Somervel. 
of April, 1723. 


OBSERVATION V. 


() Hear a paſſege of God's great conde- 
\ ſcenſion to me a poor aff. ed ſinful 
worm! He hath ſhewn to me luch pity as a 
tender hearted father to his ſickly child. 
Upon a Saturday's night before the ſacra- 
ment in Ayr (at which time I was much af— 
MHi&ed with my fore foot) Iretired myſelf into 


\ . corner of the church-yard, for prayer and 


meditation, becauſe I had no proper place of 
retirement at home, on account of another wo- 
man that reſided with me, The night was wet, 
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and ſeemed to continue fo; but I wrapped my 
head in my mantle, and laid me down amongſt 
the graves to cover me from the rain, or any 
thing that might diſturb me; and I mult ſay, 
that | had ſweetrefreſhment from the preſence 
of the Lord, whereby my ſoul was ſweetly 
en'arged, and my bands looled, Amongſt the 


ſilent company of the dead I was converſing 


with the living, until the ſhades of night ſtole 
upon me ere I was aware. I thought the kick 
port would not be ſoon locked this night. be- 
cauſe of the preparation and ordering of the 
kirk for the ſacrament; and I being ſome con- 


| fiderable time there atter night fell, did not 


know what time of the night it was: but when 
I came to the port I found it faſt locked, and 
there was no perſon about the church. Then 
I thought with myſelf, how ſhall 1 get out? 
I cannot get over the dyke becauſe of my lore 
foot. Then I took a little turn under the pen, 
not knowing what to do, or how to get home, 
ald as I walked to and fro, 1 looked towards 
the port, and behold the little door, which I 
had found faſt locked, opened to me of its 
own accord, + ſo I had free paſſage This I 
thought was no {mall token of God's great con- 
5 B 6 | 
I This incident appears ſomewhat miraculous, and 


js ſimilar to the opening of the priſon doors to Peter. 
The only doubt that canremiia is, whether ſhe might 


not be miſta ken as to the port being locked: however 


ne ſays ſhe found it fo, and told it afterwards to many 
perſoas who no doubt would query her particularly 
about it, and ſet before her the poſſibility of a miſtake 
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deſcenſion to 155 — me. This I 
could not but remark and keep in memory, 
The church yard was lil] the pleaſant place 
of delight to me where I wanted not matter of 
meditation and conſolation of the holy Spirit, 
by diſcoveries of the ſufferings and death of 
glorious Chriſt, and how he was laid in the 
grave to ſweeten it to believers; there the wick- 
ed ceaſe from troubling, and there the weary 
are at reſt. Sometimes I appealed to God, 
who knew my heart, that I was both wearied 
with ſin, and wearied of ſin, and alſo wearied 
with a weighty clog of a ſick and weakly bo- 
dy; ſo that through manifold infirmities and 
the diſquiet of my fleſh, I have been made to 
rore : yet ! muſt witneſs in favours of afflicti- 
on that it is the air wherein Chriſt ſweetly 
breathes; for he is a ready help to me in my 
great need. Neither ought I to overlook this 
fingular inſtance of his condeſcenſion and love 
to me, when I was locked in the church yard, 


in a dark night, and could think upon no me- 


thod of getting out, the holy Ox E ſhould ſhew 
ſuch care of, and pity towards me as to unbolt 
the port by his own immediate hand, and ſet 
me at liberty. 5 | | 
He alſo ſhewed me, he would ſer before me 
an open door that no man can ſhut; and bade 
me in theſe words, (Pal. 22. 22.) Declare 


and make known my name unto my bre- 


Which if ſhe apprehended, upon reflection, ſhe would 
02 Jophit Have Wpprebed It. 
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hren: So I leave it on record to the glory of 
his bleſſed name. To him be the praiſe. Amen 
and Amen. 


Mary Somervel. 
OBSERVATION VI. 


Remember in the year 1728 J was under 
1 more than ordinary deadneſs and dejection 
of mind before the lacrament in Ayr. I may 
lay with the ſpouſe' I ſought him but I could 
not find him; | called him, but he gave me no 
anſwer; | looked for him on the right hand 
and left hand, but could not perceive him; my 
diſtreſs was great, and my meat and fleep were 
not refreſhful to me. But when I ſet a day a- 
part for humiliation and prayer with one of my 
Chriſtian acquaintances, and going about duty, 
the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to give me in- 
lightening, reviving and enlargement of heart 
and foul in prayer, and from that day to our ſo- 
lemnity, to the praiſe of his bleſſed name be it ; 
told. The ſolemn day was a day of ſweet re- F 
freſhing from the preſence of the Lord to my | 
ſou], eſpecially at the Lord's table. || being.at 
the firſt table, Mr. Hunter preached on theſe 
words, 2 Cor. 6. 2. For he faith, I have heard 
thee in a time accepted, and in a day of ſalva- 
tion have I ſuccourad thee. Behold, now is 
| the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
' © falvation.' Now my heart was melted as the 
„ wax with the joyful news ot faivarion, and 


*griet tor ſin; for 1 thought Chad faith to believe 
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8 
it to be adiy of cave? to 3 and ſome others 
which wa- like life to the dead. Thea came 
that word with great (ſweetneſs, * It is the voice 
of my * Bcloved ; behold he cometh leaping 
© over the mountains, and ſkipping on the hills, 
And as the ſpouſe faith, * My beloved ſpake 
and faid untome ? Riſe up, my love my fair 
one, and come away; lor, 1», the winter is 
* palt, the rain is over and gone, the flowers 

* appear in the earth, the ume of ſinging of 
birds is come, and the fig-tree putteth forth 
, ber green figs, and the vines with the tender 
grapes give a good finell. Ariſe, my love, 

my fair one. and come away. Alſo that 
word came, My beloved is like a roe or a 
young hart upon the mountains of Bether.? 

At this time I had great ſorro for lin, and al- 
ſo much joy and peace in believing F That 
word came, Put thy finger into the print of 
the nails, and reach hither thy hand, and 
* thruſt it into my fide, and be not Faichleſs but 
© bclieving;? which ſer me a muſing upon the 
condeſcending love of God to me a poor mis- 
believing Thomas ; and laying hold »n Chriſt, 

as it were with a 'tremblivg hand, that word 
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- + The diſpoſitions, tho' ſeemingly oppaſite, are 
perfectly conſiſtent in the heart of a believer, and may 
be conſidered as a diſtinguiſhing evidence of a renew- 

ed heart: for as there can be no evangelical ſorrow for 

ſi but what ariſes from a believing view of the atone- 
went; ſo none cau have a proper view of the atone- 
ment without having 8 more or lets of } Joy and 1 in 
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came with great ſweetneſs, It is 1 myſelf, 
* handle me and ſee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh 
and bones as ye {ee me have. In this exerciſe 
my weak nature was like to be overcome; ſo 
that | had much a- do io keep myſelf from the 
notice of others. Then came that word Song 

2. 5. Stay me with flaggons, comfort me 
with apples; for 1 am ſick of love.“ Yea, I 
mult ſay it to his praiſe, that in the banquet- 
ing houſe his banner over me was love He 
that is mighty hath done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 

There being a ſacrament ſome miles from 
the town, I entreated the Lord to ſhew me if 
I was to go to it, having ſuch a weak and ſickly 
body and ſubject to faintings, 1 earneſtly be- 
{ought the Lord to ſtrengtben me; for unleſs 
his gracious and ſtrengthning preſence went 
with me I could not go, leſt I ſhould difturb 
others and be a burden to myſelf. Then the 
Lord ſhewed-me he would be with me and 
ſtrengthen me, he wouid help and uphold me 
with the right hand of his righteouſneſs, and 
that therefore I needed not fear: Yet ſome- 
times misbelief would prevail ade, 
the promiſe; then that confirming wor 
came, * He is not flack concerning his pro- 
* miſe;* for he hath confirmed it with his 
oath ; his preſence ſhall go wich thee, and he 

will fortify thee againſt thy trouble, take hold 
of his ſtrength and be thou ſtrong. 

At another time, when |} was enquiring of 
the Lord it I ſhould go to the ſacrament in our 
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neighbour congregation, then that return 
came, Iſa. 5 5. 1. Come ye to the waters,” 
But then I ſaid} O Lord, how. can I come ſo 
dead, lifeleſs, unprepared and every way un- 
fit? Then came that return, Come without 
money and without price,“ with the rope 
about thy neck. O ſtupenduaus free grace. 
Bleſſed be God who hath not turned away my 
prayer nor his mercy from me. 


Mary Somervel. 
OBSERVATION VII. 


Remember once upon our preparation 
Sabbath before the ſacrament, Mr M*-Dor- 
ment ran upon a very threatning ſtrain, which 
indeed was not his ordinary, for he wont ra- 
ther to be the Son of Conſolation, This 
.cauſed a great ſtir and confuſion in the breaſts 
of the more ſerious, and ſome of them went 


and told him of it, as thinking they could not 


ga forward to the Lord's table. As for me, I 
thought I was cut off from all title, for I was 
ſhaken looſe of all grips that ever I had of 
(Chriſt or the promiſes; my fleſh and heart were 

like ro fail, ſo that I imagined I would have 
been to carry out of the church. But O glory 
be to God who came ſpcedily for my relief, 
and was a preſent help to me in the time of 
my great need; for all on a ſudden that ſcrip- 

tute, came with great power and life to m 

Jovl, g 5am; 23. 5. Altho' my houſe be nos 


ew 41 
ſo with God,“ that word came at the back of 
t, Altho' my Heart be not ſo with God, yet 
he hath made with thee an everlaſting cove- 
* nant, ordered in all things and ſure.” By 
this I was ſtrengthned and refreſhed, and the 
return of my heart and ſoul was, O Lord, 
t may 1 humbly ſay, this is all my ſalvation 
and all my deſire. A ſong of praiſe was put 
into my mouth, to him that loved me and 
7 hath waſhed me in his own blood: to him be 
the glory and to him be the praiſe. Alſo that, 
word came Pal. 22. 22. Declare my name 
* unto my brethren? and while I muſed upon 
the import of the place, it was returned a ſe- 
cond time, Make known my name unto my 
© brethren.” This word was ofien born in up- 
on my mind after ſingular manifeſtations; 
whereby I gathered thar jt was, the Lord's 
mind I ſhould publiſh and declare his conde+ 
ſcending goodneſs to my foul : But being 
much aſſaulted with fears of hypocrily and des 
luſion, I could not be perſuaded that it was my 
duty. Therefore it was often my petition at 
the throne of grace, O Lord when ſhall the 
queſtion be put out of queſtion? Have 1-a 
right to the promiſes of the covenant of 
grace? If I have, let me have clear diſtingnilhy 
ing marks and evidences of this that no hypo- 
crite can attain unto lery'd, O Lord, how 
long wilt thou hide thy face? I cannot think 
to live auy longer in an unclear ſtate, and far 
Jeſs to die in it; the very thoughts of which is 
lite a double death to me. O praile be 9 


= LCL 
= _— 1 = 
A bh „ * — 4 : yy — 8 
an.! RY — 
= = — n *t » 7 = - — 
— Y _ ai 
662. N — — — 
= LI 1 — = . Fd e 1 * 7 = 
ea i 1 


- _ 2 * — — 
ai — — 
2 


_ — r 
r a 


Nr 
32 


— 


/ | 
2 


i 
| ö 
i 
N 


4 
! 


—__— A — 


- 2 
— 


i. 
— 


e 
— 
- 4 


_ 
— — 


— — wo Ag, + 
-—< ot 


42 
my Redeemer that AP, my requeſt, and 
gave me that {weet anſwer. * Thou art choſen 
* in him before the foundation of the world: 
alſo he ſhewed the ſecret of his covenant. 
This night was like a ſpring-tide of mani- 
ſeſtations of the love of God to poor ſiuful me. 
After J had gone to bed, my heart was led out 
to praycr, meditation and admiration of the 
love of God. Sometimes my weak body 
(which was newly recovered from ſickneſs) 
would fain have taken reſt, but cou'd not. 
Then 1 fat up and prayed again and again, 
thinking I had omitted ſomething in prayer, 
and thus I continued til the morning light 
came, when I turned a little drouſy ; as m 
eye-lids were yoing to cloſe, I thought the 
likeneſs of a tender hand touched mine head; 
at which I cry'd, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? {hen it was 1cturned, as a man 
ſpeaketh to his friend Declare my name un- 0 
to my brethren,” and a ſecovd time that word 
came, Make known my name unto my bre- 
© thren, by declaring what J have done for 
' thee.” O this was a (weet time of giving and 
reeciving, a tim- of covenanting with Gail for 
tie and eternity! s I lay in my bed won=- 
dering and adwiring at the love of God, it 
was faid to me as it had been whiſpered in 
mine ears, Riſe up and put on thy orna- 
ment and adorn thyſelf, for God is with 
* thee.” Then I aroſe and put on mv clothes, 
being filled with words love and praiſe, and 
going about prayer with a full gale of the ſpi- 
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it, it was ſaid to me, O woman greatly be- 
oved, great is thy faith, be ic unto thee e- 
en as thou wilt. This put me into a little 
ſurpriſe, becauſe | was always fearing I had 
not true faith. And when I ſet about writing 
theſe things, the enemy —_— ſuggeſted to 
me, that vain-glory was my only motive, to 
this my timorous and miſgiving heart ſoon aſ- 
ſented; and fearing it might really be the caſe, 
I ſer down but a tew things inſtead of the 
whole, by which | prieved the ſpirit of God, 
ſo that he hid his face from me, and | became 
as dead as a ſtone Thea I was fore troubled, 
and with all ſincere and earneſt deſire I addreſt 
the throne of his great grace imploring his 
mercy, and pleading that he would ſhew me 
the reaſon and particular cauſe wherefore he 
was withdrawn | ſaid I would take it as a 
further t ken of his love, and a confirmation 
of what had paſt betwixt him and my ſoul if 
he would grant me my pretent requeit, Then 
that return came very clear, as a man ſpeaketh 
to his friend, It is becauſe thou haſt nut e- 
* nough made known my name, according to 
the large meaſure I have beſtowed on thee, 
but waſt rather on the reſerved hand Taen 
after this | wrote at large the manifold teſtimo- 
nies, tokens and pledges of the love of God 
to me, a poor misbelieving creature, 
O let God bleſſed be, 
Who turned not my prayer from bim, 
nor * os grace from me. 1 21 


Mary Somervel. 
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OBSERVATION VII. 


Have often times remarked, that when ! 

omitted to pray for Zion, I would have 
been dead and dull in prayer; but when I re- 
membred Zion and her afflicted mourners, I 
ſeldom, if ever, miſs'd the aſſiſtance of the 
ipirit in a way of feryour, life and fpirit- 
uality. 

remember one night my ſleep departed 
from me, and cculd get no reſt, but toſſed 
to and froin my bed, then I enquircd of the 
Lord of the cauſe, and that return came 
by way of fatherly reproof. © And wouldſl 
thou fleep when Zion's calamities are ſo great 
and the burden bearers ſo few.” Then came 
that word alſo, The rubbiſh is great, aud the 
burden- bearers are few, and the ſtrength of 
the burden- bears is decayed, Neh. 4 10. 
This made me very low in mive own eyes; O 
what am |! I am a little worth burden bearer; 
Q Lord how lamentable is it. that Zion hath 


to take her by the hand, or afflict themſelves 
with her afflictions? Many a time it has been 


Hliſaffection and deadneſs of this age and gene- 
ration, and of which, alas“ I myſelf had too 
great a ſhare: Yer | can ſay, that I never found 
it go better with me in prayer. than when Haaid 
out myſelf to be concerned for others {ord 
I may humbly ſay, I have loved the habiiadon 


| 
' 
a heavy load upon my ſpirits to think of the 
| 


eee oy ems (þ 


ſhould ſing forth the praiſes of my God] in the 


I 
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of thy houſe, and the place where thine ho- 
nour dwelieth, 

One day, about ten o' clock in the forenoon, 
I was greatly impteſt with a lyiritual and live- 
ly frame, an extraordinary gale of the ſpirit 
from on high came upon me with power and 
life, and filled every corner of my heart, 
and awakened and moved all my affections 
heaven-ward. I was preſſed in ſpirit to go to 
my knees and pray; but when I went to ſhut 
the door, ſatan and my wicked heart aſſauſted 
me, and ſuggeſted that ſome body would be 
ſeeking me, that ſome of my acquaintances 
which lived out of the frown had ſomething 
to ſay to me. and therefore | ought to defer 
prayer till near night. But O eternal praiſe, 
and bleſſing and glory be to God in Chriſt, who 
ſuffered me not to yield to this temptation of 
the enemy; for there came (uch a bright 


beam of the ſpirit with light, power and light 


upon my ſoul and heart, that the love of God 
in Chriſt conſtrained me to my knees. O that 


could bleſs his name for ever tor the large A. 


manifeſtations of his unſpeakable love to my / 
ſoul! that day and the next day, and for a con- 
{iderable time after this, I might ſay with the 
Pialmiſt, He made my feet twift as the hinds, 
and (et me on my high places, and the ſhield 
©of his ſalvation he did on me beſtow ; /his 
right hand held me up, and he eſtabliſhed 
my goings.” Then I rejoiced with joy/ un- 

ſpeakable in the humble hope that ere long 1 
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higher houſe, whe-e 1 all do it to better pur: 
poſe, n hen frecd from this body of ſin ane 
1 ſuffering. 
= declare to the glory of God, that tiiis day 
5 was a day of great thinꝑs. a day of good things, 
\ "of a day of great manifeſtations of the love of 
8 God in Chriſt to poor unworthy me; yea, the 
* greateſt that ever I had all my life. There 
were as it had been ſhowers of bleſſings pour. 
ed down upon my ſoul, My heart which was 
* dead and barren, became like a watered gate 
den, green, fregrant, lively and fervent in 
! prayer and meditation on the love of God for 
Ss many days after, | had both my preſent and 
lf ſuſpended petitions anſwered to the ſweet 
1 comfort and eſtabliſhment of my ſtaggering be 
Ja ſoul. My petitions that were depending for fle 
Zion, and fome near relations and Chriſtian c- 
friends, had at this time ſatisfying and ſer.fible “ u 
returns. I was admitted to near and intimate . C 
| fellowſhip with the Father and with his Son IIIa. 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, My evidence for heaven and I“ 
Th .,_ eternal life were clear for a conſiderable time MM* * 
:B Without a cloud, which was no ſma'l cordial co “ 
my poor drooping ſoul The golden ſcepire WW* 
was holden forth to me, and I was allowed to 
draw near and touch it. It was likewiſe ſaid 
to me, Fear not, Mary, | have heard thy 
« prayers, I have (cen thy tears, thy requeſt 
* ſhall be granted to the whole of the king- 
dom, for, Myſelf is made over unto thee, 
* ſaith the Lord.“ O that word, Myſelf is 
. made over unto thee? filled me with wondęgg 
. 6 
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ur. d praiſe, and made me cry out, O what am 

and and what is my father's houſe, that the Lord 
ould be fo kind, as to manifeſt his bountiful 

day Ne in ſuch a manner to a poor worm ſuch as 
98, yea, 1 for ever will thee praiſe becaule 

of Nou haſt done this. 

he As for the petitions 1 formerly put up in 
re Irder to be cleai'd about my own ſtate, whe— 
vr. aer 1 was a child of God or an hypocrite, I 
as Nece ved a return in theſe confirming ſcriptures, 
ek. 36. 25, 25, 27. I will ſprinkle clean 
in water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean from 
r I ail your tilthineſs, and from all your idols 
d WW will 1 cleanſe you: a new heart will | give 
t you and a new ſpirit: I will take away the 
heart of ſtone, I will give you an heart of 
fleth ; I will put my ſpirit withia you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and keep 
my judgments and do them I will be your 
God, and ye hall know me, faith the Lord.” 
Ila. 54. 9, 10. For this is as the waters of 
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waters of Noah ſhall no more go over the 
earth, 1 have alſo ſworn that J will not be 
wroth with thee nor turn away from thee to 
do thec good: for the mountains thall depart, 
and the hills be removed. but my kindneſs 


neither thall the covenant of my peace bi re- 


moved.“ Heb. 6. 18. That by two immutable. 
© things, in which it was impoſſible for God to 
lie, we might have a {trong conſolation who _ 
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© Noah unto me: for as | have ſworn that the 


{hall not depait from thee, faith the Lord, 
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The God of peace ſhall bruiſe ſatan unde 


bs 


.ourland, and from thychurch'and houſe which, 


is builded for iby name 
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( 48 ) 
ſet before us; which hope we have as an a 
chor of the foul,” &c. la. eo. 20. Th 
fun ſnall no more go down ; for the Lord ſhi 
© be thine everlaſting light, and the days « 
© thy mourning ſhall be ended, and thy Go 
* ſhall be thy glory” O Let God bleſſc be 


Verily he is a God that heareth and anſ(were' plc 
prayer, and that my ſoul knoweth right well ”— 

I remember at the communion table th in 
word came, Death is yours; all things ar 6 
* yours.* Bat being afraid of my deceiving 40 
heart, and a deluding devil, I could ſcarce re N 
ccive the confolation, till it was backed by heli 0 | 


words, Sin ſhall not have dominion over you; 


* your feet, and you (hall be a conqueror, and 
© more than a conqueror thro' him that hath 
© loved you, and welticd you in his own blood. 
Now I was as it were ſhamed out of my mis- 
belief with his great condeſcending love. 
But now the mourntul caſe of Zion came 
before me, and I was much preſſed in ſpirit on 
her behalf, ſo that I could not enjoy the com- 
fort of my everlaſling and eternal happineſs, 
until the Lord would be pleaſed to ſhew me 
what he would do for poor afflicted Zion. At 
this time I was very importunate with the Lord 
on her behalf. It was often my petition at 
the throne of grace, Lord, ſhew wheretore 
thou contendeſt, and ſeemeſt to withdraw, yea, feve 
in a great meaſure has already withdrawn from 85 
Lord haſt thou not 
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( 49 ) | 
id in thy word, when ye make prayer and | 
plication toward this houle, t I will hear in | 
Iven and forgive. But, alas! we have mul | 
plied tranſgreſſions againſt thee, O Lord and 
ou haſt covered thyleif with a cloud that our 
> Wrayers paſs not through. lt has been oft my 
auueſt at the throne ot grace, that God would j 
 pleafed to return to Zion with his wonted * 


our and glory, and ſhine on her tabernacles 

in former days. Zion's concerns lay .. "1 
„eavy upon me, that I cry'd with tears, O ) 4 
in ord, tuſpend the comfort of the cleared-up 
2 dence of my eterval well being in the life to 
eme, until it come with the evidence that Zion 
0,041 be reſtored again into favour and friend- 
ge ip with her God. This day was a day of 
{Fog and receiving indeed; I had preſeut and 


or mer petitions an{wered for Zion and for 
g. y lelf, fo that whatſoever my ſoul deſireth 
' Fas granted, and nothing kept back but one 
hing about Zion; as for myſelf, there was more 
ven, than what I could either have asked or 
hought upon, Which onght to be kept in re - 


t The temple of old was the appointed place of 
ls, rorſhip, whither the tribes of Iſrael were to reſort ; 
ne Rod as the cymbol of the Lord's preſence reſided there 
\ ct ſin a peculiar manner, the people of Iſrael, when at a 
rd liſtance, were enjoined to direct their prayers towards 
bis houſe. But under the new Teſtament our prayers 
are not directed towards any temple made with hands; 
or the way into the holieſt of all is now made mahiteſt, 


a, ſeven heaven itſelf, whether our forerunner hath for us 
m fes tered, and we have acceſs into it thro" the vail of 
h [Chriſt's fleſh, when worhippiag in ſpirit and in truth. 


* _ * 


o = . 
— at * A F ' 2 
— N 8 x — 5 — ga" ——— 1 3 — — — * 2 = s nd : 
a , , —— — — Y 
1 —— | = N . a 
| | ; | 
— 4 li . — | . 


* FR — 
n 83 —_— rr - 


e 
. 


138 
membrance as matter of praiſe to God whil, 


live. glo 
As concerning that petition, that the ber 
would be pleaſed to ſhew wherefore he cd of 


tended with, and ſeemed to have withdran 
from our land, that return came. It is becanl 
of (he buried and born down covenanted-wa! 
of reformation, which is now trodden und 
foot, and not mourned for, this has provol: 
the Lord to withdraw Alfo, thus faith t 
Lord, I will avenge the quarrel of a brek: 
M * covenant. He hath ſhewn that he hath; 

* controverly with the inhabitants of this lan 
| * becauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, n 
| knowledge of God in this land, by ſwearin 
| and lying, and ſtealing, and killing, and confi m 
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< mitting adultery: they break out, and blo gc 
© toncheth blood , therefore becauſe of te 
© ſhall the land mourn, ſaith the Lord.? Hole il 
2. Alſo when I was intreating the Lord (off 1! 
this land. and for our mother church, that 1.8 
turn came, Aſk me of things to come conW* t 
* ccrning my ſons, and concerning the worll th 
of my hands, command ye me, Ila 45. 11. 0 A 
matchleſs condeſcending love! But alas! thiffff © 
Jand, this land has « ſore blaſt to endure, the 
Lord hath pronounced a three fold wo again 

« it, Wo, wo, wo, to the inhabitants of thi 
* Jand, ſaid the Lord, becauſe of the overſpread 
ing abominations that are in it.“ Allo th: 
13 Loi d hathſaid he will he avengedon ſuch a nation 
. ' s this. Then 1 addreſt the throne of grace 
with icars and ſupplication, that God would be 
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| 51 
uleWaſed to return 8 Jon LN wonted power 
glory, and repair her breaches, and ſhine 
her tabernacles as in former days. I took 
ca of that word, © Aſk me of things to come,” 
dran earneſtly entreated the Lord upon his ow: 
canWrd to he what he would do in time to 
ame for poor diſtreſſed Zion, I was greatly 
uncFenothentd at this time in pleading, and 5 
oleMWlzrged, chat 1 would not be put off without 
hi me ſatisfying returns; | cryed out as Avra-- 
chm did, Oh! Let not the Lord be angry for | 
ach Mave taken upon me to {peak unto the Lord. 
lan nen the Lord gave mea manifeſtation both 
neh prefervation and deſtruction. The Lord 
arnaid, © The land muſt be purged of great ab- 
conf minations; but when the deſtroying angel 


Lo 


log goeth thro? the land, Lwill ſprinkle the lin- 
thi tel and door poſts of Zion with the blood of 
al the covenant, ſaith the Lord. I will fay to 


os the man withthe writer's inkhorn by his fide, 
Set a mark on them that ſigh and cry tor all 
the abominations of the land.“ Then came 
rf that word, Zion ſhall enjoy her Sabbaths.” 
Alſo the Lord ſaid, * When I have purged the 
land of great abominations, I will return 
to Zion, to her that ſat ſolitary; 1 will bring 
back her captivity as the ſprings in the ſouth: 
1 will appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
io give them beauty for aſhes, and the oil of 


joy for mourning, and che garment of praiſe. 


fer the ſpirit of heavineſs,“ Iſa. 61. 3. Again 
lg yed. O Lord, be entreated to ſhew yet more 


+. what thou wilt do for poor diſtreſs'd and afflidt 


N 


RY 


S Fg 4 IC 
— ha p 5 — & 
4, Te WP unng/ Yen! Thor >, ae 2 Cee 


A \ 
>. —_— — — 


- — 
— — 7 - 
— 
— 
a 
— 


: 52 
cd Zion: O Lord, be not angry with me, thff, be 2 


I have now taken upon me to ſpeak unto there the 
O ſhew yet more confirming ſcriptures conſe gren 
cerning what thou wilt do in time to come folfiC@ect 
thy church and intereſt, that I may rejoice M God. 
her joy, as 1 do weep in her affliftions. TheWmy jo 
came that return, She ſhall again rejoice Mat 
in the days of her youth.” The other retunſWycaut 
Was, The buried and born down covenant ſhe is 
* cd work of reformation, ſhall yet have iWforth 
« glorious reſurrection, faith the Lord, thei fort 
* ſhall Zion flouriſh and grow up as willow che c 
by the water courſes, and as a tree plantoli a gl 
by the rivers of waters; and ſhe ſhall forge and 
the days of her mourning, and ſhall be a gar Þ 
den incloſed unto me, faith the Lord. I will gra 
take her by the hand and comfort her, and wo 
* ſhe ſhall be a name of praiſe.” Now my fot 
heart began to warm with gratitude at the con- N ev 
deſcending love of God; yet I was earneſtly th 
pleading with God if it might conſiſt with his MW w 
glory and my good, that he would yet pleaſe N 
a 
! 
{ 


to give but one ſeripture or two more for con- 
firming the truth of what was already given; 
but being greatly afraid leſt 1 ſhould offend, I 
ery*4 out, Oh let not the Lord be angry, for ! 
have now taken upon me to ſpeak unto the 
Lord, and 1 will ſpeak but this once more. 
Thea that return came, I will put anew ſon 

in her mouth, even praiſe to her God.“ The 
other return was, © I will raiſe up one to ſtand 
in the gape, to turn away wrath, faith the 


Lordi and he ſhall be a great one; and 1 wi 
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be a wall of fire round her, and the glory in 


the midſt thereof, Then ſhall Zion's chil- 
* dren be glad in their King.“ A catalogue of 
ſweet promiſes indeed! O for ever bleſſed be | 
God. My foul is comforted; this is part of 9 

my joy and crown, to live and die in the faith 

that Zion ſhall be builded again, and made 1 
beautit ul and glorious as in former days; when 6 

ſhe is come out of the furnace ſhe will ſhine 

forth as the mor ging. It is a cordial and com- 

fort to my poor drooping ſoul, to think that 

the covenanted work of reformaticn ſhall have 

a glorious reſurrection as the Lord kaih ſaid, 
and to him be the praiſe. 

Now | returned to addreſs the throne of 
grace for myſelf, and earneſtly pled thas God 
would be pleaſcd to give the crowning com 
fort, even the comfortable evidence of my 4 
everlaſting well - being in token and teſtimony 'Y 
that I have had as real and ſenſible communion | 
with him, as | can attain to, or expect here on $5 £ 
earth, that | might keep this by me for a cor- | 
dial to my poor iin lick foul as long as live, and 
at deatn hold it out as the woman did the ſcarlet 
line . 1 promiſed to the Lord on the knees 
of my foul and body, that if he would pleaie 


1 An affu ed ſenſe of tte 3 of God is beſtows- 
ed by tne Spirit as the comforter, who gives the 
ea neſt of the inheritance, and makes the believer's 
Joy full: as the Spirit gives this divine enjoyment, - 
ſo he only can mike it to abide aud remain. If the 

Spirit with aw or luſpend his influence in thi» re- 
$A, no reflection on, or rememorance ot paſt ex- 
!.... RIA EANLS® — 
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to give ſome more confirming ſeriptures aui ordins 
evidences of his unchangeable love to my moor 
ſoul, 1 would leave it on record to his glory. my 
The return was given, Thy ſuit is accepted of e 
thy requeſt is granted, bat word came, 
* It is the voice of my beloved, behold he 
* cometh leaping over the mouutains, and skip. 
ping on the hills.” Song 2. 8. And that word 
came, © Daughter, be cf good cheer, thy ſis} By 
* are forgiven thee.* Alſo that ſcripture cane, delie 
When I paſſed by thee and faw thee, thy time 1 cr; 
« was a time of love. | {ware unto thee and er. leng 
« tered into covenant with thee, and thou be-. me 
+ camelt mine, ſaith the Lord.” Ezek. 16. 8 was 
As my covenant ſtands with day and night wei 
* ſo ſhall my covenant ſtand with thee, fai ed 
the Lord: Yea, (more to confirm thee) ot 
the ordinances of heaven. ſtandeth, and «il ho 
ſun and ma on doth laſt' Then 1 cryed ou an 
with tears, Oh Lord, the ſun and moon laſt but 


We 

in time Then it was returued as a man ſpeak- 
eth to his friend, Thus faith the Lord, as the ti 
| | i 
periences can never give ſatisfaction or reſtore the © 
enjoy ment any more thin the r:membrance of a ( 
former feaſt will fill an empty ſtom ch Former ex- 
periences may indeed afford {oe raiwnal grounds 


f om whence we may argue, or coldly deduce the 
love of God; but O what a difference is there be- 
twix! the lifeleſs concluſion of a ſy!logiſmy and that 
of talling that the Lord is gracious : No paſt enjoy- 
ment can ſupport a perion in the view of death, un- 
leſs it be renewed or ratifi:d and confirm'd by ſome- 
thing preſent e in tb ſenſe therefore we may un- 
cerliand the aboys ſentence, teh 
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and that with the pew your 1 might get new 
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ordinances of heaven ſtandeth, and as ſun and 


moon doth laſt thro? the ages of time; fo {hall 
my covenant ſtand with thee thro? the ages 
* of eternity. Alſo that word came Plal. 89. 
34. * My covenant 1 will not break nor alter 
the thing that is gone out of my mouth.“ All 
which was follow'd by this queſtion, © Doit 
thou now believe?” John 10. 31. 

By this time I was *ſhamed out of my mig - 
belief; my ſoul was raviſhed within me, ſo that 
I cry* out, O the height and the depth, the 
length and the breadth of the love of God to 
me a poor misbelieving Thomas! My faith 
was ſtrengthned, my love was mae there 
were as it had been ſhowers of bleſſiags pour 
ed down, and my foul was fo filled with a ſenſe 
of the love of God and the conlolations of the 
holy Ghoſt, as made me cry out, O Lord; I 
am but a elay veſſel, hold thine hand, for my 
weak and ſickly body is overcome. 

I remember my won:ed manner was to pe- 
tition the Lord carneſtly, that he would pleaſe 
to ſcore out the old debt of fin on the laſt day 
of the old year, and iſſue an act of indemnity. 
O the ſweet enlargement of foul that (til 
came at {uch times, Ar this time it was re- 
turned, That an act of indemnity was pals'd © 
in the court of heaven, and my requeſt was 
granted. Alſo on the New=year's day's mor- 
ning, (as my manner was) ibeſough! the Lord 
for a new token of his unchangeable love to 
my ſoul, and to ger my eld fins blotted our, 
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| 4 360 
love, new repentance, new obedience, new it free 
clinations and new deſires to be more holy ii he bre: 
life and practice. I beſought the Lord to ge Lor 
me my new-years gift from his own hand 


even whatever he ſaw moſt conducive to hight Ayr 
own glory and the good and comfort of mtb 9 
ſoul. Then that return came, That I wal 

« pifted by the Father to the Son from all err} C 


« nity.” Allo it was returned, The act of in 
« demnity is ſent forth, and the pardon is ſeal H TP 
ed with the broad ſeal of the King's ring 
and blotted out with Chriits precious blood, hic 
For ever bleſſed be the Lord, who turned 
not my prayer trom him, nor his grace from 
me, wiil praiſe thee for ever becauſe thou halt 
done this. O Lord this is part of my joy and 
crewn, that | have received ſuch a love token 
from thine hand. O my God, keep evidences 
clear, and graut I may meet thee at my laſt 
hours with this love token in mine hand, þ tor 
thou wilt know thine own bond and feal ; Now 
I may humbly ſay, 'I know that my Redeem- 
er liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
day upon the earth, aud that tho? the worms Ha g 
* deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall | ſee Way 
God O may | nor now and at death ſing Wrhi 
that triuwphavi ſon Rom B 38 39. | amper- Why 


ſwaded that neither death nor bfe nor augels ph 


nor princivalities, nor powers, nor things pre- Noi 
ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor WW 
depth, nor any other creature. ſhall be able co War 
« {eparate me from the love of God which is Why 


* in-Chriit Jeius my Lord; and by the help Wig 
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f free grace, | will hold this confidence while 
e breath is in my body and do ſubcribe myſelf 
De Lord's with all my heart and hand. 


It Ayr, the 4th and Mary Somervel. 
Sth of Sept. 1729. 


OBSERVATION IX. 


in. 

ll PON Saturday evening, September 19th 
OV 1729, J was eating a bit of meat, part of 
* hich ſtuck ſo faſt in my breaſt that ] could 


not get any thing down, but all came back a= 
pain. Thus it remained all night. On the Sab- 
ath morning when I aroſe, the uneafineſs of my 
breaſt was increaſed; 1 betook myſclf, as uſual, 
to prayer and ſupplication, that the Lord would 
be pleaſed to help me from under my trouble, 
for no man * give me any relief: | had 
ſweet enlargement of heart and ſoul in prayer, 
and when | had done l tryed to driuk ſome wa- 
ter, but in vain, for it had no acceſs into my 
Stomach. Then! addreſs'd the throne of grace 
a ſecond time on the knees of my foul and bo- 


this might be the inſtrument of carrying me off 
dy a pining and lingering death. To call for a 
phyfician | thought was needleſs, becauſe it was 
within my breaſt, and nothing would go down. 
When 1 had ended prayer, | etfayed agam to 
drink water, but to no purpoſe, and though na- 
ture called for refreſhment, yet it was impoſ- 
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dy with great earneſtneſs, for | was afraid leſt 


Wb to take it. I went to prayer a tbitd times, 
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| g 5 

intreating the Lord . 1 would pleaſe to 
help me, and remove the ſtroke by which 1 was the 
like to pine away at this time- I promiſed to Nin 
the Lord, that if he would come for my relief 
] would ſhew it ferth to bis praiſe. So the Lord of 1 
hearkened to m y cry and anlwered my requeſt; the 
for before 1 had ended prayer, the good and Wap?! 
morciful God came with his powerful helping Nen 
hand and relieved me from my diſtreſs. O ever {© <lal 
bleſſed be his glorious name So according to Hand 
my promiſe I leave this on record to the h-. 


nour and glory of his name. did 
as as 
Sept. 20th, 15 29, Mary Some tvel. Nah 


OBSERVATION X. * Ja 


0 Surely God is good to Iſrael, and to all that W 5 


truſt in him! ] can declare from my fore- ſou 
{aid experierces, that wiſdom's ways are ways | 
ef pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. All th: 
the paths of the Lord hath dropped muci be 
ſwcetneſs to my foul. 1 have been often renn 
ed and refreſhed both by word and ſacrament: fe; 
the thouſandth part of his love to me cannot Wi D 
be told. In my great frailty when | was ſeldom ] 1 
able to attend public ordinances, my God te. 


youchſafed his ſweet preſence in my poor cot- ho 


tage at home, My Sabbaths for ordinary were Wl g 
not dumb Sabbaths betwixt God and my ſoul; r 
for ſometimes l had ſuch ſweet and clear diſco : in 
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of fin and death which clogged and pinion 
s Wthe wings of my ſoul, even as a bird, whoſe 


wings are clipped, lies flutteringon the ground. 


0 

£ MO when the candle of the word in the hand 
d of che ſpirit, ſhineth into the dark corners of 
the heart, what a black catalogue of ſins then 


Senſible of my immenſe load of guilt, 1 diſ- 
claim all relief in myſeif or in any creature 
and rejoice in the complete atonement which 
is in Jeſus Chriſt, In my ſaddeſt cate, i am 
bidden be of rood cheer; for tho' my fins be 
as ſcarlet and erifipn, they ſhall be made 
white as ſnow and gol. © Come to me ye that 
labour and are heavy laden and | will give 
* yourcſt.* O how ſweet is thatreſt which my 
loul hath found in Chriſt! | 


that | was not to live long: Sometimes | would 


h MW be: afraid at the proſpect of death, at other 
„. times there would be a mixture of joy and 
t: fer blended together in my mind: yet it was 
no ſwall cordial to my ſoul, that as at this time 
nM 1 was thro” frailty and ſickneſs unable to at- 
d tend the publick ordinances of God in his 
t: houſe below, the Lord gave me great cncoura- 


ere long I ſhoald behold tho began 
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apprars humbling the foul to the very duſt. 


In the year :735 and 1736, I was impreſt. 


gement to believe that within a little I ſhou'd » 
enjoy an eternal Sabbath of reſt with himſelf | 
in the higher houſe.- J cryed out, O ho lovę- 
ly is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hoſts, io 
me! And 1 was bidden be of goggychecr for 
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We ee io acta dh con 
lloyſhip-meetings. The wiſemal 
. mt Sy 8. It frerpncih Tron, 1d doth the face d 
man bis fend. When l was under gres 
Adneſß dd dulneſs of ſpirit ! vg: found 
e anending the meeting, l ſcar 
> &vct mils ryxeceive reviving's d refed 
ing idfloehees from the .prefence of che Lon 
8 25 iich walrid continue ſome days thereafter; 
e none ip our meeting been a barren 
els ofa eie we found this 

© gobd-tnto-us, *Where two or three 
e together in ame, there am 


t 8 5 them.“ We en lelt his remark- 
AR ge; in ifo mu t our love has been 
3 ned to Godin Chrifk, and our diligence excited 
T8 run the ways . * 
N * | = >, 5 dear ews aud Nieces, may this encourage 
. Re Ws. 3 25 — duty uhieh is ſa helpfal to keep 
RATS 8 4 ion and. godlivefs, O taſte and ſee 
ens truſts. in him is blelt. 
en preſumption, T am devoted to 
thine, Lorch ſave thous when 'old 
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7 fear, 1" 


1 ay beaded: do not now forſake nl lite 
8 be e days of my appointed u s till 
come- 0 may now and at 5 that 


| ons Aoig/ Rom, 8. $3325 1 am de that 
{8 oer defth nor life, nor angels, nor priucipalities, 
| nt "© oth nor. things. weſent; nor chin gs to come, 

= 3 . "or . nor depth, nor any ther Seatüre, ſball 


Wie 6 ſeparete me ſtom the love Cod which is 
Ho Ghriit, Jeſus ont Lord: and my icovetianted God. 
ever blelfed be bh; aa e and ro fim al the 
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